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Scottish Parliament
Thursday 22 January 2026

[The Presiding Officer opened the meeting at
09:00]

lllegal Immigration

Mr Test (Test Organisation): The Official
Report is a written record of what was said in
public meetings of the Scottish Parliament and in
committee meetings. It is a substantially verbatim
report. This means that repetitions and
redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes
are corrected. Official Report staff exercise
editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in
written text while maintaining the flavour of the
speech.

The Lord Advocate (Dorothy Bain KC): The
Official Report is a written record of what was said
in public meetings of the Scottish Parliament and
in committee meetings. It is a substantially
verbatim report. This means that repetitions and
redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes
are corrected. Official Report staff exercise
editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in
written text while maintaining the flavour of the
speech.

That the Parliament agrees—
(a) the following programme of business—
Tuesday 3 February 2026

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

followed by Topical Questions

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Prostitution (Offences
and Support) (Scotland) Bill

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Desecration of War
Memorials (Scotland) Bill

followed by Motion on Legislative Consent:
Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill —
UK Legislation

followed by Committee Announcements

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

5.55 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Wednesday 4 February 2026

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions:
Deputy First Minister Responsibilities,
Economy and Gaelic;
Finance and Local Government

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist

Party Business

followed by Motion on Reconsideration of a Bill:
European Charter of Local Self-
Government (Incorporation) (Scotland)
Bill

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

5.40 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 5 February 2026

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions

11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions

followed by Members’ Business

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions:
Climate Action and Energy, and
Transport

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Ecocide (Scotland) Bill

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Non-surgical
Procedures and Functions of Medical
Reviewers (Scotland) Bill

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

5.00 pm Decision Time

Tuesday 10 February 2026

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

followed by Topical Questions

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Community
Wealth Building (Scotland) Bill

followed by Committee Announcements

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

7.00 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Wednesday 11 February 2026

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions:

Rural Affairs, Land Reform and Islands;
Health and Social Care

followed by Scottish Labour Party Business
followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.10 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 12 February 2026

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions
11.40 am General Questions
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12.00 pm First Minister's Questions
followed by Members’ Business

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions
2.30 pm Portfolio Questions:

Social Justice and Housing

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Budget (Scotland)
(No. 5) Bill

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

5.00 pm Decision Time

(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the week
beginning 2 February 2026, in rule 13.7.3, after the word
“except” the words “to the extent to which the Presiding
Officer considers that the questions are on the same or
similar subject matter or” are inserted.

That the Parliament agrees—
(a) the following programme of business—

Tuesday 3 February 2026

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

followed by Topical Questions

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Prostitution (Offences
and Support) (Scotland) Bill

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Desecration of War
Memorials (Scotland) Bill

followed by Motion on Legislative Consent:
Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill —
UK Legislation

followed by Committee Announcements

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

5.55 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Wednesday 4 February 2026

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions:

Deputy First Minister Responsibilities,
Economy and Gaelic;
Finance and Local Government

followed by Scottish Conservative and Unionist
Party Business

followed by Motion on Reconsideration of a Bill:
European Charter of Local Self-
Government (Incorporation) (Scotland)
Bill

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

5.40 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 5 February 2026

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions

11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions

followed by Members’ Business

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions:
Climate Action and Energy, and
Transport

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Ecocide (Scotland) Bill

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Non-surgical
Procedures and Functions of Medical
Reviewers (Scotland) Bill

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

5.00 pm Decision Time

Tuesday 10 February 2026

2.00 pm Time for Reflection

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

followed by Topical Questions

followed by Stage 3 Proceedings: Community
Wealth Building (Scotland) Bill

followed by Committee Announcements

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

7.00 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Wednesday 11 February 2026

2.00 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions

2.00 pm Portfolio Questions:

Rural Affairs, Land Reform and Islands;
Health and Social Care

followed by Scottish Labour Party Business
followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions
5.10 pm Decision Time

followed by Members’ Business

Thursday 12 February 2026

11.40 am Parliamentary Bureau Motions
11.40 am General Questions

12.00 pm First Minister's Questions
followed by Members’ Business

2.30 pm Parliamentary Bureau Motions
2.30 pm Portfolio Questions:

Social Justice and Housing

followed by Stage 1 Debate: Budget (Scotland)
(No. 5) Bill

followed by Business Motions

followed by Parliamentary Bureau Motions

5.00 pm Decision Time
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(b) that, for the purposes of Portfolio Questions in the week
beginning 2 February 2026, in rule 13.7.3, after the word
“except” the words “to the extent to which the Presiding
Officer considers that the questions are on the same or
similar subject matter or” are inserted.

General Question Time
Mountain Safety

1. Evelyn Tweed (Stirling) (SNP): To ask the
Scottish Government what recent engagement it
has had with Scottish mountain rescue teams
regarding mountain safety this winter. (S60-
05342)

The Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and
Energy (Gillian Martin): The Official Report is a
written record of what was said in public meetings
of the Scottish Parliament and in committee
meetings. It is a substantially verbatim report. This
means that repetitions and redundancies are
omitted and obvious mistakes are corrected.
Official Report staff exercise editorial judgment to
convey the spoken word in written text while
maintaining the flavour of the speech.

Ardrossan Harbour

2. Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth)
(SNP): To ask the Scottish Government when it
last discussed the purchase of Ardrossan harbour
with Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd. (S60-
05343)

Prison Population

The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone):
The Official Report is a written record of what was
said in public meetings of the Scottish Parliament
and in committee meetings. It is a substantially
verbatim report. This means that repetitions and
redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes
are corrected. Official Report staff exercise
editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in
written text while maintaining the flavour of the
speech.



This is a draft Official Report and is subject to correction between publication and archiving, which will take place no
later than 35 working days after the date of the meeting. The most up-to-date version is available here:
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report

Members and other meeting participants who wish to suggest corrections to their contributions should contact the

Official Report.
Official Report Email: official.report@parliament.scot
Room T2.20 Telephone: 0131 348 5447
Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP

The deadline for corrections to this edition is 20 working days after the date of publication.
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