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Scottish Parliament 
Monday 30 March 2026 

[The Presiding Officer opened the meeting at 
09:00] 

Child Poverty 
The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone): 

Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 20th 
meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, Europe, 
External Affairs and Culture Committee. Our first 
agenda item is to take evidence from the Cabinet 
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture on the Scottish Government’s 
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in 
the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus 
Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, head of 
international development; Alice Guinan, 
humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam, 
head of Asia team, international relations, from the 
Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the 
committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to 
make an opening statement?  

09:05 
George Adam (Paisley) (SNP): Good morning, 

and a warm welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 
of the Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and 
Culture Committee. Our first agenda item is to take 
evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for 
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the 
Scottish Government’s humanitarian response to 
Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet 
secretary, Angus Robertson, along with Joanna 
Keating, head of international development; Alice 
Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart 
Adam, head of Asia team, international relations, 
from the Scottish Government. We welcome you 
all to the committee. Cabinet secretary, would you 
like to make an opening statement? 

 

Colleges and Apprenticeships 
The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone): 

Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 20th 
meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, Europe, 
External Affairs and Culture Committee. Our first 
agenda item is to take evidence from the Cabinet 
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture on the Scottish Government’s 
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in 
the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus 
Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, head of 
international development; Alice Guinan, 
humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam, 
head of Asia team, international relations, from the 
Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the 
committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to 
make a beginning statement? 

09:10 
Kate Forbes (Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch) 

(SNP): Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 
20th meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, Europe, 
External Affairs and Culture Committee. Our first 
agenda item is to take evidence from the Cabinet 
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture on the Scottish Government’s 
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in 
the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus 
Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, head of 
international development; Alice Guinan, 
humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam, 
head of Asia team, international relations, from the 
Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the 
committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to 
make an opening statement? 

09:15 
The Cabinet Secretary for Transport (Fiona 

Hyslop): Good morning, and a warm welcome to 
the 20th meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, 
Europe, External Affairs and Culture Committee. 
Our first agenda item is to take evidence from the 
Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs 
and Culture on the Scottish Government’s 
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in 
the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus 
Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, head of 
international development; Alice Guinan, 
humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam, 
head of Asia team, international relations, from the 
Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the 
committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to 
make an opening statement?  

National Health Service 
(Ambulance Turnaround Times) 
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The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone): txt 

09:30 
The Minister for Public Finance (Ivan 

McKee): Good morning, and a warm welcome to 
the 20th meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, 
Europe, External Affairs and Culture Committee. 
Our first agenda item is to take evidence from the 
Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs 
and Culture on the Scottish Government’s 
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in 
the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus 
Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, head of 
international development; Alice Guinan, 
humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam, 
head of Asia team, international relations, from the 
Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the 
committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to 
make an opening statement? 

Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 20th 
meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, Europe, 
External Affairs and Culture Committee. Our first 
agenda item is to take evidence from the Cabinet 
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture on the Scottish Government’s 
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in 
the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus 
Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, head of 
international development; Alice Guinan, 
humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam, 
head of Asia team, international relations, from the 
Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the 
committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to 
make an opening statement? 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Con): 
Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 20th 
meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, Europe, 
External Affairs and Culture Committee. Our first 
agenda item is to take evidence from the Cabinet 
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture on the Scottish Government’s 
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in 
the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus 
Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, head of 
international development; Alice Guinan, 
humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam, 
head of Asia team, international relations, from the 
Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the 
committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to 
make an opening statement? 

Ivan McKee: Good morning, and a warm 
welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 of the 
Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and Culture 
Committee. Our first agenda item is to take 
evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for 
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the 
Scottish Government’s humanitarian response to 
Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet 
secretary, Angus Robertson, along with Joanna 

Keating, head of international development; Alice 
Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart 
Adam, head of Asia team, international relations, 
from the Scottish Government. We welcome you 
all to the committee. Cabinet secretary, would you 
like to make an opening statement? 
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Gaza 
The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone): 

Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 20th 
meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, Europe, 
External Affairs and Culture Committee. Our first 
agenda item is to take evidence from the Cabinet 
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture on the Scottish Government’s 
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in 
the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus 
Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, head of 
international development; Alice Guinan, 
humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam, 
head of Asia team, international relations, from the 
Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the 
committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to 
make an opening statement? 

09:45 
The Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Home 

Affairs (Angela Constance): Good morning, and 
a warm welcome to the 20th meeting in 2025 of 
the Constitution, Europe, External Affairs and 
Culture Committee. Our first agenda item is to take 
evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for 
Constitution, External Affairs and Culture on the 
Scottish Government’s humanitarian response to 
Gaza. We are joined in the room by the cabinet 
secretary, Angus Robertson, along with Joanna 
Keating, head of international development; Alice 
Guinan, humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart 
Adam, head of Asia team, international relations, 
from the Scottish Government. We welcome you 
all to the committee. Cabinet secretary, would you 
like to make an opening statement?  

Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 20th 
meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, Europe, 
External Affairs and Culture Committee. Our first 
agenda item is to take evidence from the Cabinet 
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture on the Scottish Government’s 
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in 
the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus 
Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, head of 
international development; Alice Guinan, 
humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam, 
head of Asia team, international relations, from the 
Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the 
committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to 
make an opening statement? 

Decision Time 

17:00 
The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone): 

Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 20th 
meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, Europe, 

External Affairs and Culture Committee. Our first 
agenda item is to take evidence from the Cabinet 
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture on the Scottish Government’s 
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in 
the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus 
Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, head of 
international development; Alice Guinan, 
humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam, 
head of Asia team, international relations, from the 
Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the 
committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to 
make an opening statement? 
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Colleges and Apprenticeships 
The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnstone): 

Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 20th 
meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, Europe, 
External Affairs and Culture Committee. Our first 
agenda item is to take evidence from the Cabinet 
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture on the Scottish Government’s 
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in 
the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus 
Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, head of 
international development; Alice Guinan, 
humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam, 
head of Asia team, international relations, from the 
Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the 
committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to 
make an opening statement? 

 

17:10 
Edward Mountain (Highlands and Islands) 

(Con): Good morning, and a warm welcome to the 
20th meeting in 2025 of the Constitution, Europe, 
External Affairs and Culture Committee. Our first 
agenda item is to take evidence from the Cabinet 
Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and 
Culture on the Scottish Government’s 
humanitarian response to Gaza. We are joined in 
the room by the cabinet secretary, Angus 
Robertson, along with Joanna Keating, head of 
international development; Alice Guinan, 
humanitarian and conflict lead; and Stuart Adam, 
head of Asia team, international relations, from the 
Scottish Government. We welcome you all to the 
committee. Cabinet secretary, would you like to 
make an opening statement? 

Meeting closed at 17:30.  
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