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Scottish Parliament 
Finance and Public 

Administration Committee 

Tuesday 28 April 2026 

[The Convener opened the meeting at 10:01] 

Decision on Taking Business in 
Private 

The Convener (Kenneth Gibson): The Official 
Report is a written record of what was said in 
public meetings of the Scottish Parliament and in 
committee meetings. It is a substantially verbatim 
report. This means that repetitions and 
redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes 
are corrected. Official Report staff exercise 
editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in 
written text while maintaining the flavour of the 
speech. 

Members indicated agreement. 

 

Public Administration in the 
Scottish Government 

The Convener: The Official Report is a written 
record of what was said in public meetings of the 
Scottish Parliament and in committee meetings. It 
is a substantially verbatim report. This means that 
repetitions and redundancies are omitted and 
obvious mistakes are corrected. Official Report 
staff exercise editorial judgment to convey the 
spoken word in written text while maintaining the 
flavour of the speech. 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Ind): 
Speaker added at republishing stage. 

Professor John Smith (Scottish 
Government): The Official Report is a written 
record of what was said in public meetings of the 
Scottish Parliament and in committee meetings. It 
is a substantially verbatim report. This means that 
repetitions and redundancies are omitted and 
obvious mistakes are corrected. Official Report 
staff exercise editorial judgment to convey the 
spoken word in written text while maintaining the 
flavour of the speech. 

The Official Report is a written record of what 
was said in public meetings of the Scottish 
Parliament and in committee meetings. It is a 
substantially verbatim report. This means that 
repetitions and redundancies are omitted and 
obvious mistakes are corrected. Official Report 
staff exercise editorial judgment to convey the 
spoken word in written text while maintaining the 
flavour of the speech. 

Michael Marra (North East Scotland) (Lab): 
The Official Report is a written record of what was 
said in public meetings of the Scottish Parliament 
and in committee meetings. It is a substantially 
verbatim report. This means that repetitions and 
redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes 
are corrected. Official Report staff exercise 
editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in 
written text while maintaining the flavour of the 
speech. 

Professor Smith: The Official Report is a 
written record of what was said in public meetings 
of the Scottish Parliament and in committee 
meetings. It is a substantially verbatim report. This 
means that repetitions and redundancies are 
omitted and obvious mistakes are corrected. 
Official Report staff exercise editorial judgment to 
convey the spoken word in written text while 
maintaining the flavour of the speech. 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Con): The 
Official Report is a written record of what was said 
in public meetings of the Scottish Parliament and 
in committee meetings. It is a substantially 
verbatim report. This means that repetitions and 
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redundancies are omitted and obvious mistakes 
are corrected. Official Report staff exercise 
editorial judgment to convey the spoken word in 
written text while maintaining the flavour of the 
speech. 

Professor Smith: The Official Report is a 
written record of what was said in public meetings 
of the Scottish Parliament and in committee 
meetings. It is a substantially verbatim report. This 
means that repetitions and redundancies are 
omitted and obvious mistakes are corrected. 
Official Report staff exercise editorial judgment to 
convey the spoken word in written text while 
maintaining the flavour of the speech.  

Liz Smith: The Official Report is a written record 
of what was said in public meetings of the Scottish 
Parliament and in committee meetings. It is a 
substantially verbatim report. This means that 
repetitions and redundancies are omitted and 
obvious mistakes are corrected. Official Report 
staff exercise editorial judgment to convey the 
spoken word in written text while maintaining the 
flavour of the speech.  

Professor Smith: The Official Report is a 
written record of what was said in public meetings 
of the Scottish Parliament and in committee 
meetings. It is a substantially verbatim report. This 
means that repetitions and redundancies are 
omitted and obvious mistakes are corrected. 
Official Report staff exercise editorial judgment to 
convey the spoken word in written text while 
maintaining the flavour of the speech. 

The Convener: The Official Report is a written 
record of what was said in public meetings of the 
Scottish Parliament and in committee meetings. It 
is a substantially verbatim report. This means that 
repetitions and redundancies are omitted and 
obvious mistakes are corrected. Official Report 
staff exercise editorial judgment to convey the 
spoken word in written text while maintaining the 
flavour of the speech. 

10:04 
Meeting suspended. 

 

10:11 
On resuming— 

Petitions 

Test Petition Heading 
The Convener: The Official Report is a written 

record of what was said in public meetings of the 
Scottish Parliament and in committee meetings. It 
is a substantially verbatim report. This means that 
repetitions and redundancies are omitted and 
obvious mistakes are corrected. Official Report 
staff exercise editorial judgment to convey the 
spoken word in written text while maintaining the 
flavour of the speech. 

Liz Smith: Speaker added at final publishing 
stage. 

John Mason: Speaker added at final 
republishing stage. 

Michael Marra (North East Scotland) (Lab): 
Speaker added at second republishing of final. 

Members indicated agreement. 

Meeting closed at 10:13.



 

 

This is a draft Official Report and is subject to correction between publication and archiving, which will take place no 
later than 35 working days after the date of the meeting. The most up-to-date version is available here: 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report 

Members and other meeting participants who wish to suggest corrections to their contributions should contact the 
Official Report. 

Official Report      Email: official.report@parliament.scot 
Room T2.20      Telephone: 0131 348 5447 
Scottish Parliament      
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

The deadline for corrections to this edition is 20 working days after the date of publication. 
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